


ñTaxes are what we pay for 

civilized societyò

Oliver W endell Holmes Jr., 1904



Taxes Fund Public Goods and Services

National Defense

State and 
Local Police

Financial Aid

Health Care for Elderly

Public Education

Social Services



ÅCooking Oil, Foreigners,

Slaves (Ancient Egypt)

Early Taxes

ÅSales, Inheritance, Imports,

Exports (Ancient Rome)

ÅBeards, Beehives, Boots,

Souls (Russia, 1702)

ÅBachelors (England,

1695; Missouri, 1820)



ÅAmerican Revolution 

caused debt

The Power to Collect Taxes

ÅTax was necessary 

to pay debt

ÅArticle 1, Section 8 of 

the U.S. Constitution

granted Congress 

power to tax


